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Some time in the fall of 1862, the
author of the following pages,
from belag an occasional, became
a constant contributor to the
Press, between intervals of study
in preparing himself for the lega
profession. His offerings, mostly
of a light and unsentimental
nature, were well received, and
subsequently, (M arch, 1864), on
being solicited, he connect
dnimself with one of the daily
papers, and gave to it exclusively
eight of the best years of his life.
They were not wasted years ;for
with the consciousness of having,
to the best of his ability ,without
fear or favor, done what he
conceived, and still conceives, to
be a journaists duty, he retains
many pleasant assurances and
mementoes of honorable
approval, together with the
friendship of many noble-minded
men, with wkom he was first
brought into contact by the
accidents and events which it wae
his business to chronicle. During
this period of journalistic
experience, terminated by his
resignation, in order to engage in
the practice of the law, there
appeared from his pen, under
many noms de plume, a number
of Comic Ballads, Epigrams, c., a
very inconsiderable portion of
which the following pages
comprise. The incidents on which
they are founded will, he doubts
not, be pleasantly recalled by
their perusal to the minds of at
least a large number of friends
and acquaintances ;and in this
pleasing expectation, rather than
in the delusive belief that their
possible merits will make them
more extensively known, they are
here unambitiously submitted by
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