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Pompeii were buried in ashes
fathoms deep when Vesuvius
awoke in its wrath; and sacred
history reveals the fate of the
doomed Cities of the Plain when
a ran of fire and brimstone
poured down upon their spires
and domes. No record of the past
comes to us in more appaling
form than these stories of sudden
ruin and terrible slaughter by the
elementa  powers of the
underworld. But once again, in
our own days, these powers have
awakened, and death and
destruction have visited ancient
and famous Messina, the noble
city of the Straits and of Sunny
Sicily. Dreadful is the work that
follows the clashing of sinking
seas with the lakes of liquid fire
pent up in the earth. Rack and
ruin attend their meeting, and the
dense solid shell of the earth is
rent asunder by their might. It is
to the battle of fire and water in
the depths of the rocks that the
volcano and the earthquake are
due, and when these demons of
the depths are at war mans puny
strength is as powerless as that of
the leaf before the cyclone. Then
terror comes, then the earth
trembles to its heart and isrent in
twain; then the ashes of aterrible
burning are cast forth to bury
fertile plains and flourishing
cities; then showers of burning
rocks bombard the air and rivers
of glowing lava scorch the earth,
and human hopes and the results
of mans labor are whelmed alike
beneath the dread torrent of death
and dismay.(Typographical errors
above are due to OCR software
and dont occur in the
book.)About the  Publisher
Forgotten Books is a publisher of
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historical  writings, such as:
Philosophy, Classics, Science,
Religion, History, Folklore and
Mythol ogy.Forgotten Books
Classic Reprint Series utilizes the
latest technology to regenerate
facsimiles of historically
important ~ writings.  Careful
altention has been made to
accurately preserve the original
format of each page whilst
digitally enhancing the aged text.
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